I hope that this annual report will tell you something about the work I do as
an MEP for Wales. It is a tremendous privilege to represent our nation in
Europe. As a partner in the One Wales government, Plaid Cymru is moving
Wales forward on so many levels - not least in Europe. Winning semi official
status for the Welsh language is one example. This means that you will be
able to use the Welsh language with European Union (EU) institutions if you
wish. This is an historic step forward and something I have been proud to
play a part in.
Working with Plaid Cymru's sister parties in the European Free
Alliance (EFA) and with the Greens in the European Parliament has been
productive and effective. Our EFA parties are now in government in seven
countries and our ministers have formed the Edinburgh Group to liaise on a
wide range of issues. In another uncertain year for the EU, with the Irish
vote against the Lisbon Treaty, our role as small nations is crucial. Plaid Cymru supported a referendum in Wales on the EU
treaty but we were denied one by the Labour government in London.
The last few months of the year have been dominated by the financial crisis. We are struggling with a credit crunch and a
climate crunch. Europe has and will play a crucial role in building a sustainable economy as well as leading the fight against
climate change. I have been working with my staff team to make our offices as energy efficient as possible. As a member of
the Climate Change Commission for Wales, I have been involved in the work to cut our CO2 emissions by 3% after 2011.
Thank you to the many organisations and individuals in Wales who have worked with me, written, e-mailed and telephoned
me to highlight important issues, such as promoting Welsh produce, improving our health and environment, better rights for
workers, peace and justice. I am on your side. The more contact I get from constituents in Wales, the better I can fight on
your behalf.
I am also grateful to the Plaid team of MPs, AMs, councillors, members and staff at all levels, as well as colleagues and staff in
the Greens/EFA group in the European Parliament. Most of all I would like to thank my staff team, Sara Davies, David Bradley,
Sara Medi Jones, Darren Jones and Ann Rees Sambrook for their tremendous and constant support.
This has been another interesting and exciting year in the European Parliament and in Wales. I have enjoyed meeting people
in all parts of the country and being a voice for Wales in Europe – your voice in Europe.
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